                                                                   Review Format

Journalism 1-2
Film review

Lead: Give opinion of movie with an overview that explains why you liked it or disliked it. Often times the name of the director and the movie company will be given in the lead. The lead will also often times include the release date of a new movie; the year an older movie was released, and the movie show’s rating.

Paragraphs 2-3: Summarize plot, without giving away the ending, and identify the main characters in the movie and the actors portraying the characters.

Paragraphs 4-8: Describe the positive and negative elements of the movie, focusing on specific areas such as acting, directing, writing, cinematography, the movie’s soundtrack, “believability,” originality, impact on audience, etc.

Paragraph 9: Interpret director’s/actors’ purpose or intent for making the movie. Explain why the movie may have been made. How does this movie compare to others made by the actors/director?

Paragraph 10: Determine whether or not people should see this movie: is it worth the money? Is the movie intended for a specific audience? Are there better movies covering the same topic? Are there other movies people should see first? Explain whether the movie is playing in theaters city-wide, or if it is being screened in select theaters.

Restaurant review

Lead: Give your opinion of the restaurant with an overview that explains why you liked it or disliked it.

Paragraphs 2-3: Re-enact for the reader your dining experience, beginning with your first impressions of the restaurant. How did the restaurant “feel” (romantic, loud, quiet, casual, formal, age of clientele, long wait for a table, short wait, no wait, etc.). Were you greeted by a host promptly, or did you have to wait to be greeted? Was there a wait for a table, or did you get a table right away? If you had to wait, was there a comfortable waiting area? Could you get drinks and appetizers while you waited?

Paragraphs 4-5: After being seated, how was your table? What was the layout of the restaurant? Was their indoor-outdoor seating? Booths or tables? Good views, bad views, no views? Where you seated near the kitchen, the bathrooms, the waiter work station? Did the restaurant provide a good eating environment?

Paragraphs 6: Were you promptly greeted by a waiter/busboy? Did you get bread and water quickly? Was the staff friendly/rude? What were your initial reactions to your waiter?

Paragraphs 7-9: Describe the menu selections: was it wide-ranging, or did it focus on one type of food or theme? Appetizers? Salads? Entree selection? Desserts? Was the food priced fairly? What is the price range?

Paragraph 10-11: Describe your meal and service: what was good, what was bad? Were the portions big, small, in the middle? Did the staff take care of all of your needs? Did you have to wait long for your food? Did you get your bill when you wanted it?

Paragraph 12: Determine whether or not people should eat at this restaurant. Is it worth the money? Is the restaurant intended for a specific type of customer? Are there better restaurants providing similar food? Are there other restaurants people should go to first? Make sure you include the address and hours of operation.

Book Review

Lead: Give your opinion of the book with an overview that explains why you liked or disliked it.

Paragraphs 2: Give a concise summary of the novel without giving away the story. 

Paragraph 3-5: Evaluate the plot. Was the plot believable, original, predictable? Describe and evaluate the characters. Were they original; did they have depth? Were they developed? Did any stand out? Did you care about any of them?

Paragraph 6-7: Interpret the writer’s purpose or intent for writing the book. Explain why the book may have been written. How does this book compare to others written by the same author or other books of the same genre?

Paragraph 8: Determine whether or not people should read and/or buy this book. Is it worth the time and money? Is the book intended for a specific audience? Are there better books covering the same topic? Are there other books people should read first? How much is the book? Is it available in paperback, hard cover, or both?

Album Review

Lead: Give your opinion of the album with an overview that explains why you liked or disliked it. 

Paragraphs 2-3: Give the reader an idea about what the songs are about and what the motivation was for making them. Give some background information about the band or musician that would be pertinent to the review.

Paragraphs 4-5: Describe the genre the songs cover: mellow, punk rock, pop, R&B, funk, electronica, etc. If the genres vary from song to song, explain that and why that may be the case.

Paragraphs 6-9: Describe and focus on specific songs, both good, bad, an in the middle, and explain what they were about and why you did or did not like them. Describe the quality of the “musicianship.”

Paragraph 10: Interpret the band’s or musician’s purpose or intent for making the album. Explain why the album may have been made. How does this album compare to others made by the band/musician?

Paragraph 11: Determine whether or not people should buy and/or listen to this album: is it worth the time and money? Is the album intended for a specific audience? Are there better albums of the same genre that people should listen to first? Where can the album be bought for the cheapest price? If the album has not been released yet, when will it be?

Concert/Play Review

Concert/Play Review

Lead: give your opinion of the concert with an overview of why you liked or disliked it.

Paragraphs 2-3: Re-enact for the reader your concert experience, beginning with your first impressions of the concert hall. How did the venue “feel.”? Was there a buzz in the air? What was the audience like prior to the show? What was the age and attitude of the audience? What did the stage look like? How long was the concert? How many songs were played?

Paragraphs 4-7: Describe the show. What was the first song? How did the audience react when the performer(s) came on stage? How did the performer(s) react to the audience? Did the performer(s) interact with audience? How did the performer(s ) act on stage and how did they interact with each other? Did they make funny comments or tell stories? How were the acoustics? Was the venue a good venue to see a concert?.

Paragraph 8-9: What were the highlights/lowlights of the evening? Did the performer(s) connect with the audience? How were the encores? What were they? How many? How did the audience react at the end of the show? How were people reacting as they left the venue?

Paragraph 10: Summarize your overall feelings about the concert. Did it meet your expectations? Was it worth the money you and other concertgoers had to pay. Is the concert intended for a specific audience? Are there better concerts of the same genre that people should see first? Where and when will the performer(s) play again? How much were the tickets?

TV review

Lead: Give opinion of tv show with an overview that explains why you liked it or disliked it. Often times the name of the director and the production company will be given in the lead. The lead will also often times include the broadcast date of a new tv show; the year an older tv show was released, and the tv show’s rating.

Paragraphs 2-3: Summarize plot, without giving away the ending, and identify the main characters in the tv show and the actors portraying the characters.

Paragraphs 4-8: Describe the positive and negative elements of the tv show, focusing on specific areas such as acting, directing, writing, cinematography, the tv show’s soundtrack, “believability,” originality, impact on audience, etc.

Paragraph 9: Interpret director’s/actors’ purpose or intent for making the tv show. Explain why the tv show may have been made. How does this tv show compare to others made by the actors/director?

Paragraph 10: Determine whether or not people should see this tv show: is it worth the time? Is the tv show intended for a specific audience? Are there better tv shows covering the same topic? Are there other tv shows people should see first?, etc.
