Modern World History (CP)

(310) 318-7345 ext. 5089

Mr. Geczi
ageczi@mbusd.org

Room 225
Conf. M-F 12:57-1:53 p.m.


Classroom Expectations for the 2014-2015 Academic Year

ATTENDANCE


Absence

· You must be physically present or you are defined as absent.

· It is the policy of the Manhattan Beach Unified School District to encourage students’ regular attendance and participation in all classes. Student participation and interaction with teachers and fellow classmates are recognized as integral parts of the students’ high school learning experience.

· Excessive excused absences may directly affect a students’ grade whether by missing class lectures and discussions or by failing to turn in homework and tests.

· When students lose a class, they lose credit and become ineligible for athletics and/or for co-curriculum activities.


Clearing Absences

· You must bring a note signed by your parent/guardian stating the reason for your absence to the attendance office upon your return to school. 

· Unless you have cleared the absence with a note from a parent/guardian through the attendance office, you will be marked truant. The attendance office is open from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., and during snack and lunch.

· CLEARING AN ABSENCE IS NOT AN EXCUSE FOR TARDINESS OR ANOTHER ABSENCE.


Off-Grounds Permit/Leaving Campus

· You must obtain an Off-Grounds Permit from the attendance office, if you are required to leave the campus for any reason.

PUNCTUALITY


It is very important to be in class on time. You are tardy when you are not in your seat when the bell rings. Any student who is tardy more than 30 minutes is absent for the period and must clear the absence with the attendance office the following day. Detention will be assigned for tardiness. In case of excessive tardiness, your parent(s) will be contacted and you will be referred to your Educational Advisor. Chronic tardiness may result in the loss of your class.

MATERIALS


This course is accompanied by the textbook World History: the Modern World, which provides a solid starting point for reading and referencing. Although, at times, it may seem that little emphasis is placed on the textbook during the course of lessons/lectures, much of the information contained within its pages are essential to a fundamental understanding that other materials attempt to broaden for context. For this reason you must have the textbook readily available in the classroom and at home at all times. You must also bring paper, pen, and pencil to class whenever you are attending. You can expect to take notes from a variety sources including, but not limited to multimedia presentations, lectures, and verbal discussions. You will also be receiving handouts which you must organize as you will need them to prepare for assessments. You must purchase an expandable binder (Oxford Pressboard Report Cover Model 12911) to organize your handouts and assignments. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS


Modern World History in not an elective, therefore nearly all students must take and pass the course in order to graduate. There are no particular requirements, but it is strongly recommended that you meet your grade level skills in the area of reading and writing. Strong organizational skills are also useful in order to achieve an overall grade in the above average performance brackets.

       Modern World History is a difficult core curriculum course. You cannot expect to receive a letter grade of an A solely based on effort! You must show clear and consistent mastery of the curriculum through various assessments described below.

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT


You will be assessed using a categorical grading system. Simply put, you will be assessed on test and quiz scores, which fall under traditional (test-based) assessment, as well as on activities done at home, in the classroom, and in peer-groups that will provide the basis for authentic assessment. The combination is weighted approximately 60/40. Test scores will be worth approximately 45 percent and quiz scores approximately 15 percent. Homework and in-class activities will be approximately 15 percent each, and group-activities will be calculated at approximately 10 percent. There will also be one research based writing project for at least one of the two semesters. This research paper is the most important single assignment in each of the semesters. The fore mentioned breakdown is inclusive of these projects which count as heavily weighted test scores. In all, these projects will account for approximately 30 percent of your semester test score average. The projects could decrease your overall grade by approximately 10 percent or a full grade in each semester. Failure to submit a research paper will result in a FAIL grade for the semester!
MAKE-UP WORK


Scheduling make-up tests and assignments are your responsibility. Proof that your absence was excused also lies with you. You may only make-up tests and assignments if your absence was excused. You must make up the work within a timeframe that is less than or equal to the number of the last consecutive days missed, but not exceeding seven (7) days, on the due date of any test or assignment. There will be no exceptions, unless arrangements are made prior to the absence. If you miss one or more days prior to the test, but you are present on the day of the test, you must take the test that day. Make-up tests may take an alternative but equitable form. If you schedule, but fail to attend a make-up exam you will receive a score of zero (0) for the test. No exceptions!
GRADING SCALE


  Letter Grade
 Score Range (%)

	A
	89.1-100

	B
	78.1-89

	C
	67.1-78

	D
	56.1-67

	F
	<56



The above grading scale is strictly enforced. It already includes a margin for each letter grade therefore, as an example, 78% is a letter grade C+ not a B-. No exceptions!

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS


Food and Drinks

No opened food or drink containers, except water will be allowed in the classroom in an attempt to keep the classroom a comfortable and clean learning environment.
       You and your parent/guardian must sign and return the bottom portion of this form.
Please sign the form below, cut along the line and return it to the teacher


I have read and understand the above described classroom expectations for Modern World History (CP).

Student name (print) _______________________________
Signature/date ______________________________________ 

Parent name (print) ________________________________
Signature/date ______________________________________

