Fall Semester Project

Brief Project Description

Your task is to prepare a research paper on a topic of your choice within the following limitations:

1. The subject matter of your paper must be chosen from pre-twentieth century history (prior to 1900).
2. Your subject matter must be chosen from events in world history as opposed to U.S. history.
3. Your topic must answer a “how” question, which you, yourself, ask.
4. Your paper must address a historically controversial issue OR your paper itself must be written in such a way that you make it controversial, but historically accurate.

Basic Requirements
Your project must meet the following basic requirements:

1. It must be a total of seven (7) pages long, double spaced.

2. In those seven pages included are one title page, one abstract page, four body pages with the thesis statement highlighted, and one reference page.
3. The entire paper must conform to the general research format of the American Psychological Association (APA), see handout. 
4. Each research paper must reference at least three (3) book sources from which you must incorporate at least three (3) citations into each body page of your research paper.
5. Do not forget, the essence of a research paper is not the writing, but the research!

6. The due date of your paper is Monday, January 15, 2007.

Brief Process Description

In order to guide you through the research and writing process you will be given the following series of tasks which you will complete by their assigned due dates:
1. Prepare and submit for approval a topic for your research. [12/5/06]
2. Develop and submit for approval a “how” question regarding your topic and a thesis statement, which answers the “how” question. [12/7/06]
3. Provide a list twelve (12) sources that you might use to reference in your report. [12/11/06]
4. Develop and submit thirty (30) reference cards with detailed quotes and bibliographic information which you might use in your paper (see page SH14 in your textbook). [12/18/06]
5. Develop and submit an outline, introduction, and conclusion. [12/21/06]
6. Submit a rough draft. [1/8/07]
7. Submit your final draft both physically to me and electronically at turnitin.com. [1/15/07]

Each missing or late assignment from above will reduce your overall grade by 10 percent!
You will need a black Oxford Pressboard Report Cover with Fasteners (3” capacity) in order to protect and organize your project through the process. These are available at Staples and elsewhere for around $2.50, and they are the same ones I require for your course notebook
