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Expository Essay Prompt: Sources of Democratic Traditions
General Information:
Expository essays require that the writer give information, explain ideas or define something in detail. To accomplish that, they are best developed by the use of facts, cause and effect relationships, or examples. Collect the facts and details you need to write your essay. Use the textbook, lecture notes, the Internet and your opinion developed during class discussions. Since they are factual, they are written without emotion and usually written in the third person. That means that the use of the pronoun "I" is not usually found within the essay.

Topic:

Relate the basic democratic values of Western political thought to the ancient Greeks and Romans and the Judeo-Christian heritage. 
Background:

The ancient Greek city-states developed different forms of governments which were studied by Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle promoting the use of logic, reason, and the search for universal truths. Each government had advantages and disadvantages. In Athens, direct democracy developed through a series of events and the philosopher Aristotle suggested that the needs of society are best served by the rule of law. Roman law extended this concept and Judaism and Christianity provided ideas relating to the value of the individual.
Prompt:
How did ancient traditions shape Western political thought, our attitudes toward the role of government, and the rights of individual citizens?
