Challenges to the Old Order

Nation

Emperor
Year

Who Rebelled/Why?
Outcome

German

King Frederick

States

William III
1820

University students rebel
Failed/ rebellion







In an attempt to create a 
crushed by  Austrian army







United Germany

and police. Austria passes 









the CARLSBAD 










DECREES establishing










Censorship on all German










Universities. 

Spain

King Ferdinand



VII

1820

Liberal politicians are
Constitutional Monarchy 







Fighting to force the 
established.






King to accept a new







Constitution that will







Limit his power, estab.







Legal equality, etc.


Naples/Italy
Ferdinand I, 



King of Naples
1820

Political and business 
Naples joins the kingdom 









Leaders fought to get
of the Two Sicilies under 






rid of Austrian influence
the rule of Ferdinand I.







in Italian affairs. 

New World 
Ferdinand VII (Spain)

Business leaders, middle
Simon Bolivar and other
Colonies under
and John VI of Portugal

class, and students rebel 
colonial leaders establish
Control of Spain


1811-16

to establish independent
armies that fight Spanish 
And Portugal




nations free of European
and Portuguese forces 






control. 


who are weakened due to 









Napoleonic Wars. After









years of struggle, indep.










is won. New nations est.

Greece

Sultan of Ottoman

Greek patriots fight
Greeks get military/naval



Empire

1821-28

to win independence
aid from the Russians, 







from the Ottoman 
British, and French who 







Empire. 


are looking to weaken the









Ottoman Empire. With the 










help of  these great 










Powers, Greece wins their










independence in 1828. 

Austrian

King of Netherlands

Netherlands


1830

Belgian nationalist’s
Belgians get military and 
(Belgium)




fight for independence
economic aid from the 







from the Netherlands so
British and the French and 







they can control the 
thus independence is 







government and econ.’s
achieved and Belgium is 







of the nation. 

created. Belgian neutrality










is guaranteed by all great










powers.

Poland

Czar Alexander I of 






Russia

1830

Polish students,

Czar Alexander orders 







business leaders, army
Russian army to crush the







and others rebel to 
rebellion. Polish resistance







establish an independent
crumbles and Russia 







Poland, free of Russian 
reestablishes control of 







control. 


Poland. Independence put 










off until 1919.

France

Charles X
1830

Bourgeoisie politicians
French army joins the 







students and others rebel
rebellion and Charles X is







against the king after 
overthrown. A new king







Charles attempts to 
is crowned after promises 







re-impose absolute rule in 
of a new limited monarchy







France. 


and other constitutional










guarantees. New king 









named Louis Phillippe.
1848
France
 
Louis Phillippe
1848

Students, city workers
King is overthrown and a 

 raise the begin another
republic is declared after 

revolution to expand 
national guard joins revolt.

voting rights in France.
Middle class and workers




fight over control of Franc




Middle class wins after 




army joins them. Elections




held and President is 




elected in France.
Italy

Austrian Emp.


Italian students,

After initial success, 


Franz Joseph
1848

patriots, and others
revolutionaries become







fight to get Austrian
divided over goals,







influence out of all
Austrian army recovers







Italian states.

and defeats Italian armies.










Austria gains back control










of their Italian lands by









1849.  

Hungary

Austrian Emp.



Franz Joseph


Hungarian patriots
After initial success and 





1848

students, and others
creation of Hungarian 







rebel to create an 

gov’t., revolutionaries 







independent Hungary, 
become divided over 







free of Austrian control.
goals. Russian army 










comes to the aid of Aust.










and destroys Hungarian










forces. Austria restores 










its control of Hungary by










1849.

Austria

Austrian Emp.


Franz Joseph
1848

Austrian students and
After initial success and







workers rebel to 

driving Metternich out of







establish a democratic
power, revolutionaries 







government in Austria.
disagree over type of 







 


government to create. 









Emperor recovers, sends 









army and crushes revolt.










Absolutism restored.

Part I: Comprehension Questions

1. Reviewing the chart, identify the various causes of the revolutions. What were the most common causes?

2. What groups were most commonly involved in provoking rebellions?

3. Based on your understanding of the chart, what reasons explain why some revolts succeeded?

4. Why did most revolutionaries fail to achieve their goals up to 1850?

Part II. Read the quote and then answer the questions that follow:

Alex de Tocqueville, a conservative said in the 1820’s: 


“We are sitting on a volcano. Can you not see that the earth trembles anew. The winds of revolution blow, the storm is on the horizon.”

1. What does he mean when he says that we (conservatives) are sitting on a volcano?

2. Why do you think he uses the metaphor of a storm? (i.e. winds of change, storm on the horizon..)

What does the storm refer to in your opinion?

3. How do the events listed in the chart above show that he was right?

4. Was it possible for conservatives to maintain their power and dominance in Europe by this time? Yes or no? Explain. 

