Russian Revolution

Causes of the Russian Revolution

-Russia’s orthodoxy and autocracy with its rigidity and conformity precluded the development of those institutions that were necessary for reforms

-Internal problems included corruption, graft, ineffectiveness, oppressive bureaucracy, poor leadership and impact of industrialization

Growing Discontent

-March 1861- Emancipation Manifesto (Alexander II)

-Recognizes the need to impose the social and economic status of serfs

-Alexander II implements reforms:

i. Abolition of Serfdom (1861)

ii. Establishment of Mirs

-Alexander III begins to Industrialize Russia

-March, 1905- “Bloody Sunday”

The October Manifesto (1905)

-Nicolas II responds to Bloody Sunday

-Establishment of the “Soviets” or worker councils

-Grants a Duma (Parliament)

Some civil liberties

Russia Enters WWI

-Russia suffers great casualties

-The army is large but unprepared lacking boots and guns

-The people become dissatisfied with the progress

-Nicholas II goes to the front line

-Grigory Rasputin takes control of the Czarina Alexandra
