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Expository Essay Prompt: Global Depression
General Information:
Expository essays require that the writer give information, explain ideas or define something in detail. To accomplish that, they are best developed by the use of facts, cause and effect relationships, or examples. Collect the facts and details you need to write your essay. Use the textbook, lecture notes, the Internet and your opinion developed during class discussions. Since they are factual, they are written without emotion and usually written in the third person. That means that the use of the pronoun "I" is not usually found within the essay.

Topic:

Explain how the convoluted financial system that developed during and after the First World War contributed to the global depression and the subsequent economic and political failures of democratic governments. One example is the financial circumstance of Germany under the democratic Weimar Republic which preceded Hitler’s totalitarian regime.
Background:

During WWI the European Allied powers borrowed heavily from the United States, making it a creditor nation after the war. Much of the allied repayment depended upon Germany’s ability to pay for its debt which was imposed by the Treaty of Versailles that ended World War I. The U.S. funded the recovery effort in order to collect its endangered debt. Reliance on U.S. capital was the primary reason for the worldwide economic crisis.
Other Considerations:

Political changes brought about that directly or indirectly related to the difficult economic conditions.
Prompt:
How did the collapse of the U.S. economy affect the rest of the world? Why? Use specific examples to explain your answer.

